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helen.l.young@strath.ac.uk 
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Committing to the Agreement 

on Reforming Research 

Assessment (ARRA) through 

membership of CoARA
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Why did Strathclyde sign up?

Pen image: Vecteezy.com

The ARRA aligns with our direction of travel post-REF 2021, tying in 

with research concordats work (RI and RD Concordats in particular).

Provides a credible framework (comprehensive and co-created) 

to drive and embed change.

A collaborative rather than competitive approach, recognising the 

autonomy of institutions and each one’s unique reform journey. 

Opportunity to contribute to a critical global initiative coordinated 

through the governing and supporting bodies of the CoARA. 

No membership fee, just in-kind commitment as appropriate.
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How was the decision taken?

Pen image: Vecteezy.com

Rapid decision to become an early signatory in order to participate in 

the constitutive assembly in December 2022.

Possible because of established and aligned research culture work:
• Researcher Development Concordat action plan and delivery (signed June 2020).

• Embedding of responsible research assessment principles in REF 2021 results 

reporting and lessons learned process throughout 2022. 

Groundwork for a decision was laid over many months, including 

discussion of how to report responsibly on the REF 2021 outcomes.

Clear articulation of the link to institutional values and identity as a 

socially progressive institution as well as emphasis on its importance 

to the achievement of the strategic goals and people strategy.
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Values-driven approach
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Connecting the dots to research integrity 
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Putting in the policy legwork
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Key messages

Pen image: Vecteezy.com

Given our values and strategic objectives, advancing 

responsible research assessment is essential not optional.

Commitment to the ARRA and membership of CoARA will 

help not hinder.

We are in control and can determine our own reform journey.
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What does it mean?

Our official reform journey has begun.

Approach is being determined and 

required action plan is in development.

Extensive work to be done to ensure

holistic approach and lasting change.

Critical focus on alignment across the 

institution and the integrity of the process 

not just the desired outcomes – it’s as much

about the journey as it is the destination.
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Any questions?
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